
NORWIN ALLIANCE CHURCH January 2026 

KOINONIA 
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship (Koinonia)  

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”      2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

 

 

 
Before We Say Good-Bye to Christmas. 

 

I love the Christmas season, but as soon as it’s 
January 1st, it’s time to take down the tree and 
decorations. The seasonal feeling has passed 
whether the lights stay a little longer or not. 
Whether we kept our hearts and minds on the real 
meaning of Christmas or not, our hearts and 
minds were affected by the rhythms of the 
season: the extra events, celebrations, 
culminating with a rest from our regular activities 
which will resume in the New Year.  

The New Year FEELS like a new start, not 
because the calendar now shows a new year, but 
because the unavoidable rhythms in our society 
change with it. No more special parties, concerts, 
events, and special decorations. Schools are 
back in session any of our regular activities from 
the fall resume. Naturally, we reflect on how we 
want to do things differently in a New Year.  

But before we put away Christmas, may I 
encourage us to begin the New Year with the 
words of Isaiah 7:14 still in our minds and hearts. 
“The Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel.” Immanuel means, God 
with us. This promise was not a hope, not just for 
a season or a holiday. It’s the center of our hope 
and life as Christians. Jesus is with us and will be 
with us throughout 2026. Even as the decorations 
go away, we get to keep the center of Christmas 
in our hearts all year long.   

We can begin each new day—January 1st—
January 2nd, spending time with Him in prayer, in 
His word, and in fellowship with other believers. 
We can be His ambassador, His aroma to the 
world. As God, Jesus the Messiah is with us, we 
can bring His love to the world.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norwin Alliance’s Mission: 

Making disciples who grow, serve, and witness 

through word and action. 

Our Vision: 

To see a Spirit-empowered church of all generations 

making disciples who make disciples. 

 

Wednesday, January 7  

7:00 pm 

Thursday, January 8  

11:00 am 

JANUARY 

PRAYER TIMES 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group will not be meeting 

in the months of January, and February. We will 

resume our meetings on Monday, March 2, 2026 at 

7:00 pm.                                     Mardy Rogers 

January’s collection item is: Soups 

and Ramen Noodles. 

Donations benefit the Irwin Food 

Bank. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 FINAL VIGNETTES by 

VIRGINIA 

“Temporary Good-Bye” 

 

 

Most of us greet others with a handshake or a hug. In 

the military, they have specific ways to salute. We 

become excited knowing that a family member, 

neighbor, friend, or worker/employee will soon join us 

for a handshake or hug. We may have not seen them 

for a long period of time. That excitement can be 

shared together during a luncheon, hike, sharing 

musical talents, athletic skills, artistic abilities or 

listening or smiling, just basic humanities that God 

gives to every man and woman at our birth (Psalm 

139:13-18). 

A personal note here as I reflect on my “hobbies” and 

the many years I have been playing/practicing the 

piano since the age of seven. I also enjoyed writing 

poems and columns for different churches I have 

ministered in. 

What began as a column in 1985 has been “Vignette” 

and reflects on the different countries I have lived in or 

visited (Spain, Paraguay, Ethiopia, Ecuador and 

mainly the USA). I have definitely been blessed and 

know that God is in control! Cancer has been rough 

the last few years. God has held us up, including my 

daughter Sarah. People all around the world pray for 

us. I know how we can depend on the strength and 

encouragement of prayer. 

Tim Keller writes, “The Gospel is this; we are more 

sinful and flawed in ourselves then we ever dared 

believe, yet we are more loved and in Jesus Christ, 

then we ever dared hope.” (from the book, The 

Meaning of Marriage: Facing the Complexities of 

Commitment with the Wisdom of God) 

Ephesians 2:8-10 says, “8 For it is by grace you have 

been saved, through faith and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God 9 not by works, so that 

no one can boast.  10 For we are God’s 

handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” 

As a Christian on earth, we are to spread the Gospel 

of salvation. We look forward to heaven, a place of 

joyful obedience (I John 5:10-12). 

 

 

YEAR END REPORTS 

ALL DEPARTMENT HEADS . . . from DMC, 

LEAD ELDER, LEAD TRUSTEE, TREASURER, 

YOUTH . . . your End-of-Year reports are due to 

Cindy (complete with financial report if 

applicable) no later than Wednesday, January 

14th. You can e-mail to ncma e-mail. If Cindy 

needs to type your report, it needs to be in by 

Sunday, January 11th! 

Reports will be ready for the members to pick-up 

on Sunday, January 18th. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

There will be a meeting of the congregation on 

Sunday, January 25th at 11:45 am. 

Even though only members are permitted to vote, 

everyone is invited to attend the meeting. 

Please plan to attend the meeting and hear how 

NAC did in 2025. 

Keen-Agers 

 

Keen-Agers is for those at NAC and in the 

community 50 years of age and older 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

There will not be a Keen-Ager meeting in 

January as the weather is often uncertain. The 

officers take this month to prepare the programs 

for the new year and make up the new 

directories. Please watch future bulletins and 

newsletters for programs and menus. 

 

If you are 50 or over, plan to include Keen-Agers 

in your 2026 calendar. We meet the fourth 

Thursday of each month (except November and 

December when we meet the third Thursday for 

our Thanksgiving and Christmas luncheons). 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to 

contact the church office. 

 

We look forward to seeing you February 26th for 

a time of good food and fellowship. 


